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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: Claim 1 recites "hardware elements". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, mure than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,152,824 to Rothschild et al. 

As concerns claim 1, an environment information server, comprising: a server controller 
(501); a network connection (fig. 3) connected to said server controller; an environment 
information database (col. 5, line 40; col. 5, lines 50-60; fig. 8, 61) connected to said server 
controller for storing data for one or more network environments; and a request handler (col. 3, 
lines 29-32) connected to said server controller for processing requests received through said 
network connection; wherein the environment information server periodically polls the one or 
more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintain conversations for network 
and operational status), maintains the environment information database with a list of available 
network environments and network information for connecting to each network environment 
(fig. 8, 61 -list of MCP addresses) and updates the environment information database with 
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changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 and 10-rcccivc ping results, select best, 
replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-updatc address tables); wherein said request handler 
exchanges data with said environment information database and returns, in response to a 
received request, an environment report, wherein the environment report comprises information 
characterizing network environments selectable by the user for connection (fig. 10; 110, 111) 
and client system dependent data derived from information from the environment information 
database and network information of the client system. 

As concerns claims 2, 23, 24, 44 and 45 environment information for an environment 
includes network information for the environment (addresses), status information for the 
environment. 

As concerns claims 3, 19 and 40, network information indicates a name (col. 10, line 45) 
of the environment. 

As concerns claims 4, 20 and 41, said network information indicates a fully qualified 
domain name (inherent for connection to have a domain name) of the environment. 

As concerns claims 5, 21 and 42, said network information indicates a port number (col. 
3, line 66) of the environment. 

As concerns claims 6, 22 and 43, said status information indicates whether the 
environment is available or not (col. 9, line 53). 

As concerns claims 7, 23 and 44, said user count information indicates the current 
number of clients (col. 9, lines 10-22) connected to the environment. 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,573 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2451 

As concerns claims 8, 24 and 45, wherein: said user count information indicates the 
maximum number (col. 9, lines 10-22; inherent for room or game to have a max. # of players) of 
clients allowed to be connected to the environment. 

As concerns claims 9, 25 and 46 wherein: said environment information also includes 
description information (col. 10, line 43) indicating information describing the environment. 

As concerns claims 10, 26 and 47, wherein: said description information indicates news 
about the environment (col. 10, line 43). 

As concerns claims 1 1, 27 and 48, wherein: said environment report provides multi- 
lingual support (data is not in any particular language, therefore end system may convert it for 
presentation to the default language for the system thus providing the support). 

As concerns claims 12 and 28, wherein: said environment information request indicates 
client information (col. 5, line 40) about said client. 

As concerns claims 13 and 37, wherein: each environment supports an on-line game (col. 
1, lines 59-60). 

As concerns claims 14, 3 1 and 50, wherein: said requests are received from game 
consoles (1; client computers) connected to said network connection through the Internet (col. 1, 
line 31). 

As concerns claims 15, 30 and 49, wherein: said network connection is connected to the 
Internet (col. 1 , line 3 1). 

As concerns claim 16, wherein: said request handler generates environment reports (fig. 
8, 61) using data stored in said environment information database. 
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As concerns claims 17, 29 and 39, wherein: said request handler customizes environment 
reports using client information in received requests (fig. 8;65). 

As concerns claims 1 8 and 5 1 , a method of providing environment information, 
comprising: periodically polling one or more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55- 
continually maintain conversations for network and operational status); maintaining the 
environment information database with a list of available network environments and network 
information for connecting to each network environment (col. 5, lines 50-60; fig. 8, 61); updating 
an environment information database with information regarding each of the one or more 
network environments and with changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 and 10- 
receive ping results, select best, replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-update address 
tables; col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintains current status); receiving a request (60) from a 
user (1); retrieving environment information for the one or more environments from the 
environment information database (col. 5, line 40; fig. 8, memory storing the list-61); 
sending/presenting (fig. 8), in response to the user request, the environment report of network 
environments selectable by the user (fig. 10; 110, 111); wherein the environment report 
comprises information characterizing network environments selectable by the user for 
connection and client system dependent data derived from information from the environment 
information database and network information of the client system (col. 6, lines 5-10-operatinal 
conditions; fig. 8, 62). 

As concerns claims 32 and 52, sending an environment information request (60) from a 
client (1 ) to an environment information server (col. 2, line 5); receiving from said environment 
information server, in response to the request, an environment report of network environments 
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selectable by the client for connection (fig. 8;62); wherein the environment information server 
periodically polls the one or more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55-continually 
maintain conversations for network and operational status) and maintains the environment 
information database with a list of available network environments and network information for 
connecting to each network environment (fig. 8, 61 -list of MCP addresses) and updates the 
environment information database with changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 
and 10-receive ping results, select best, replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-updatc 
address tables; col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintain conversations for network and 
operational status); exchanging data with said environment information database to return to the 
client in response to the received request, the environment report (fig. 8, 62,65); wherein the 
environment report comprises information characterizing network environments selectable by 
the user for connection and client system dependent data derived from information from the 
environment information database and network information of the client system (fig. 8-best MCP 
determined and reported to client; col. 5, line 50-list of addresses; col. 6, lines 1-10-latencies). 

As concerns claim 33, the method of claim 32, further comprising: connecting said client 
to a data network; establishing said network connection between said client and said 
environment information through said data network; closing said network connection to said 
environment information server after receiving said environment report (fig. 8). 

As concerns claim 35, the method of claim 32, further comprising: selecting an 
environment (fig. 10; 111) according to said environment report. 

As concerns claim 36, the method of claim 35, further comprising: establishing a second 
network connection (fig. 8) to said selected environment. 
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As concerns claim 38, the method of claim 32, further comprising: said environment 
information request indicates client information (col. 5, line 40) about said client. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed October 22, 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues "the present application generally relates to a network enabled 
device connecting to an information server before connecting to a network environment for the 
purpose of retrieving information on available networks in order to connect to the most desirable 
network" (p. 18 of 21 of applicant's remarks). However the claims do not explicitly recite 
connecting to the server before connecting to the network environment. Furthermore this concept 
is disclosed by Rothschild for accomplishing the same purpose, wherein the client connects with 
the initial MCP before connecting to a replacement MCP and a matchmaker server (Rothschild: 
col. 5-col. 6). 

The applicant argues the user receives an environment report, upon request before 
connecting to the network environment and the user only needs to receive the environment report 
and connect to one network environment. The claim language does not preclude other steps from 
occurring since the claims are not explicitly drawn to this interpretation. Furthermore Rothschild 
discloses requesting a report and receiving a report in response for connecting to a network 
environment. 
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The applicant argues claim 1 relates to an environment information server which 
periodically connects to available network environments for the purpose of updating an 
environment information database. Rothschild discloses this concept, at least at col. 5, lines 50- 
5 5 -continually maintain conversations for network and operational status; and fig. 10, 109- 
update address tables. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Rothschild includes additional structure not 
required by Applicant's invention (i.e. , based on list and moves down list; p. 19 of 21 applicant's 
remarks) it must be noted that Rothschild discloses the invention as claimed. The fact that it 
discloses additional structure not claimed is irrelevant. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See U.S. Pat. Pub. 2001/0044339 to Cordero et al. (paragraphs 0046-0051). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John B. Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 



